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1. DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 

Looking back at some recent highlights: 

It has been wonderful to see so many of you, as the academic year started 

out with a burst of activity.  September 13 included Vandra Masemann’s 

popular CIDE seminar on constructing proposals and presenting at 

academic conferences and a welcome (back) orientation meal.  The CIDE 

Students Association (CIDESA) core team had a successful meeting 

September 20:  additional students are welcome to get involved in particular activities and/or 

the Core Team (contact CIDESA liaisons Tanjin Ashraf and Zohra Lakhani directly or via 

Joanne at cidec.oise@utoronto.ca). The CIDE Seminar Series includes a remarkable variety of 

exciting events, including presentations by CIDE-affiliated faculty October 10th (Miglena 

Todorova), October 25th (Antoinette Gagne and Emmanuelle Le Pichon-Vorstman), and 

November 7 (Joseph Flessa and his team), and a just-scheduled presentation by CIDE MA 

alumnus Emily Dunlop (October 30) about her doctoral work on the implications of ethnic 

inequalities in secondary schools for peace and conflict in Burundi.  Please consult the CIDE 

Seminar Series calendar for further events and information. 

  

Looking forward: The U.S. Comparative and International Education Society (CIES) conference 

is in San Francisco, April 14-18, 2019, with the theme, “Education for Sustainability” (proposals 

due October 18 – www.cies2019.org).  Note the New Scholars dissertation and publication 

mentoring workshops.  

mailto:cidec.oise@utoronto.ca
https://cies.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=460d717da9568992844709f03&id=423525ad3a&e=4346c89b7d
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/cidec/index.html


national Metropolis Conference will be Mar.21-23 in Halifax: “Doing Immigration Differently” 

(include researchers, government & NGO 

participants in proposals due Nov.12).  The 

International Metropolis Conference, “The Promise 

of Migration: Inclusion, Economic Growth & Global 

Cooperation” will be in Ottawa, ON and Gatineau, 

QE: (proposals due Dec.14).  Closer to home, look for 

the call for proposals to present in CIDE’s own 

Joseph Farrell Student Research Symposium, a 

special day here in February 2019. 

  

CIDEC hosts a variety of emergent interest groups on 

mailto:cidec.oise@utoronto.ca


2. INTERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR MIGLENA 

TODOROVA  

 

By: Suhaila El-Batroukh 

 

Miglena Todorova is an international scholar and 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Social Justice 

Education at OISE. While Todorova was born and raised in 

communist Bulgaria in the 70’s and 80’s, she received her 

academic training in the United State. She obtained her 

PhD in American Studies from the University of Minnesota 

in 2006. She has taught courses on critical social and 

cultural theories, media, popular culture, and globalization 

in the United States, Bulgaria and Canada. 

  

What are your research interests?  

Dr. Todorova’s research interests are quite interdisciplinary which comes from her interests as 

well as academic training. Her current research focuses on transnational feminism, gender and 

sexual violence in educational spaces, and social relations in cultural production, and it has 

local as well as global impact. Her research and writing are informed by feminist and critical 

paradigms that she applies to study various issues related to women, education, mass culture, 

and politics. In past year, she offered a course exploring student movements and activism 

around the world. The course surveyed how students have been mobilizing themselves for 

various actions in universities in the global North and South and how these forms of activism 

have historically and globally shaped academia and higher education. 

 



international in order to grasp the world… I grew up in one culture, was educated in another, 

and am now living and producing knowledge in a third culture and society. So, I consider myself 

a global trotter in many ways. My studies also root in my personal experiences…  Knowledge is 

always personal as well extending the socio-historical locations that shape us.  My socio-

historical locations cross socialism/communism, neoliberalism, and what it means to be a 

woman, an educator, and a good human being amid these formations.” 

  

Through your research, is there anything women in Canada can learn from other 

forms of Feminism? 

“Women in Canada have been part of transnational and global feminist movements for over a 

century, so the rest of the world could learn from them. In a paper I wrote that was published 

recently, I highlighted how women in so called First, Second and Third worlds and societies 

have always been connected. This connection offers a very different definition of the global; not 

as some new and recent phenomena but historical processes of connecting that have been 

intensified through the revolution of communication technologies from satellites to the internet 

and social media. Hence, we have always been “global:” slavery, conquest, colonization, the 

spread of capitalism, patriarchies across cultures… are all part of what we now study as 

“globalization.” So, globalization is inter-connectedness that is not really new. What is new is its 

contemporary intensity. 

 

Women have been at the forefront of global networking. Growing up during the Cold War, I 

witnessed that. Despite the animosity, being at the brink of war, and the division into socialist 

and capitalist camps in the second part of the twentieth century, some of the greatest 

international organizing and events took place during these years because of women. The Cold 

War was not that tall dark curtain separating us. Women from east, west, north and south 

crossed that curtain and have been crossing these types of barriers for over a century. We have 

been relating and thinking of other women around the world and how we can come together for 

various social and political purposes. It is this kind of relating that inspires my scholarship… 

and frankly, my life.  I have been especially interested in the issue of race, racialization and 

racism under state socialism in Eastern Europe and the Balkans. It is interesting how both 

socialist and capitalist states positioned different groups of women for various ways of 

racialization thus determining to a large extent how women connect and relate to each other 

today both within and across nation-states.” 



  

Advice to students 

“I always try to support students to the best of my ability through mentoring and supervision, 

and as a course instructor. On a personal level, I try to convey to graduate students that being in 

graduate 



Universidade de Coimbra, Portugal) kick off the 

Fall 2018 CIDE 

seminar series 

with her talk, 

entitled, 

"Working Across 

Cultures and 

Language for 

Environmental 

Justice and Informal Education Related to Small Scale 

Fisheries Within Global Policy Contexts". Vandra Masemann 

kindly chaired this well-attended seminar.  
 

4. CIDE SA 

 

The CIDE SA is a student-driven organization that provides a platform for a unique and official 

student voice from CIDEC. We have a core 

team of 10 students and hope to engage the 

rest of the community for our activities. This 

term, we hosted a film where we watched 

"City of Joy", a film about the endeavours of 

brutalized Congolese women, which features 

recent Nobel Peace Prize winner, Dr. Denis 

Mukwege. We are going to have a cultural pot 

luck on November 29th, and will be 

continuing on our film night series in the 

Winter semester.  

Bottom row: Joanne Lieu, Tanjin Ashraf, Erica Cheng; Top row: Prerana Bhatnager, Entisar 

Yusef, Zohra Lakhani, Alison Thompson, Sarah Morales, Rasheeda Forbes-Riley  

 

4. REPORT FROM THE FIELD 

  

By: Yecid Ortega   Place: Bogotá, Colombia 

 

In my first week of arrival to Bogota, friends and other acquittances’ common comments were: 

Welcome to hell or what brought you to this corner of hell? I always wondered why they said 



that and after a while I understood that it was normal for students and other community 

members to call the neighborhood “a hell to live in” because of the violence and aggression that 

people live every day. 

 

I have been here for 5 months in a marginalized high school 

in the outskirts of the city. I get up at 4 am and take a 2-hour 

bus to the school and get there to have my early breakfast—

arepas and tinto (arepas are a typical Colombian corn dough 

meal and tinto is black coffee)—in the street. English 

language students from different backgrounds come to 

school from 6 am to 12 pm. The school provides them with 

free breakfast and then they have three long periods of 

content teaching with recess at 10 am. I am working with 

three English teachers who engage students in social justice 

and peacebuilding curriculum (SJBPC). During my stay here, 

I have become part of the school community; the security guard greets me “Buenos dias profe” 

(Good morning teacher), the teachers welcome me in their cafeteria and teacher’s lounge. Some 

children tell the teachers that they miss me when I am not there. When I am in classes they see 

me as a person with authority and knowledge, so they come to ask questions about English. I 

feel good to know that they have welcomed me and told me their personal stories.   

 

This past week there was the English week at school and I was invited to do workshops on 

culture in Canada. So, I did a mix of talking about the difference between North American 

culture and Colombia. Lots of questions emerge as to the importance of English to move 

socially, especially since lots of children have told me “teacher …no tenemos future. Estamos 

destinados a vender en las calles o volvernos miembros de las pandillas” (we don’t have a 

future, we are destined to sell in the streets or, become gang members). All of them asked me 

how to emigrate to Canada or elsewhere and I keep telling them that “where there is a will, there 

is a way”, they can do anything they want. 

 

So, given this con



conflict Colombia”. I am also trying to do research from alternative angles as students are 

involved in the process of interviewing and data collection. I have also done a focus group with 

the teachers in which we have discussed their work around dinner. So far, early findings based 

on my observations, field notes, my own reflections and conversations with students/teachers 

are looking at humanity at the core of pedagogy.  This is in line with concepts of sentipensante 

(sentir to sense or feel, and pensar, which means to think. A person who combines love, body, 

heart to reveal truth - Fals Borda, 2008; Galeano, 2008) and el buenvivir (how to live well with 

each other - Acosta, 2013; Asociación de cabildos Nasa çxhâçxha, 1996; Cortez, 2011; Gudynas, 

2011; I. León, 2010), key terms in the Global south epistemologies. I will finish data collection at 

the beginning of December with gathering with the students and another dinner get-together 

with the teachers. I will get back to Toronto early January to work on data analysis and write up. 

Although, I will be out of Colombia, I will not abandon the community that I have built here but 

creating connections to continue the SJPBC work in Colombia and elsewhere.  

 

5. ACTIVITIES REPORT  

By: Meng Xiao 

My name is Meng Xiao and I am currently a second-year Ed.D. student in Social Justice 



aims to support Chinese international students’ engagement in and out of the classroom in 



They forgot to tell me that 

in loose garments, selling exotic foods, 

the man in his wide hat 



When would we stop selling 

our stories of biases? 

our narrow lines of cultures, 

and limited colors of people, 

that oversimplify 

the images of the world? 

The world that is rich…colorful and kind 

The world that is as much yours as it is mine.) 

   

(Reflections: I wrote this poem during my CIES Conference, 2018, Mexico. It was an amazing 
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