
A school that has impacted early child-
hood education, teacher education, and 
research for nearly a century has much to 
be proud of, but for the Dr. Eric Jackman 
Institute of Child Study Laboratory 
School, the year 2016 also brought an 
exciting new distinction to be celebrated 
by its students, teachers, parents, and 
alumni. The Outstanding Laboratory 
School of the Year Award, a new and pres-
tigious honour awarded by the Interna-
tional Association of Laboratory Schools 
(IALS), was received by Lab School 
Principal, Richard Messina, and Past 
Principal Elizabeth Morley at the IALS 
Annual Conference in Puerto Rico on 
April 27, 2016. Notably, Jackman ICS was 
not only the first recipient of this new 
award, but was further acknowledged as 
being exceptional in all five areas of the 
mission of Laboratory Schools worldwide: 
Research, Professional Development, 
Curriculum Development, Teacher 
Education, and Innovation. 

The IALS noted the school’s exten-
sive reach, impact, record of excel-
lence, publications, commitment to 
equity and diversity, and campaigns 
to expand its building and facilities 
and increase economic diversity.  
Also noted is the success of the 
school’s first publication on Environ-
mental Education and Inquiry, 
Natural Curiosity, a widely disseminated 
and deeply valued pedagogical resource 
that will launch its second edition in 2017.

The receiving of this award has solidified for 
its leadership and faculty a strong sense of 
following in the footsteps of the many who 
have gone before us, extending the drive to 
make a difference in the education of all 
children while ensuring a rich and mean-
ingful school experience for the Lab 
School’s own students.  2016 marked 100 
years since the founder of the first Lab 
School, John Dewey, wrote his famous 
book, Democracy and Education, in which 
he implores university Lab Schools to find 
ways to amplify the voices, agency, intel-
lect, and consciences of students in order to 
build a more just and sustainable world.  
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Dear Alumni and Friends,

Our home is expanding!  The primary facility for the 
Dr. Eric Jackman Institute of Child Study since 1953, Leighton 
G. McCarthy House at 45 Walmer Road is a landmark in 
Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood. Built in 1932 by 
Leighton Goldie McCarthy, a distinguished Canadian 
who served as the Canadian Ambassador to the 
United States and as a Member of Parliament for 
North Simcoe, the gracious Georgian-style mansion 
was home to his family for many years before being 
bequeathed to the University of Toronto.  

Thinking about the many years that this beautiful 
building has provided us with shelter and a place for 
learning and the cultivation of community, I want to 
take the opportunity to acknowledge the land it sits 
upon. Once the land of the Mississaugas of the New 
Credit River, the Haudenosaunee, and the Anishi-
naabe, it has been a site of human activity for 15,000 
years, extending back to the Huron-Wendat and Petun 
First Nations, and the Seneca.  The land is acknowledged by a 
Wampum Belt Covenant, a living agreement between the 
Iroquois and Ojibwe Confederacies and the allied nations to 
peaceably share and care for the resources around the Great 
Lakes.  Toronto continues to be the home to many diverse 
Indigenous people from across Turtle Island, or the North 
American continent, and is a metropolis of diversity from 
around the world.  
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3D Printing
Through a generous donation last year, 
JICS received 3D printers and design 
software. This exciting new technology 
is playing a pivotal role in the STEAM 
approaches of our Grade 5 and 6 
classrooms, particularly as these stu-
dents explore math concepts of area, 
perimeter, and volume. The printers also 
allow students to bring their ideas into a 
physical reality, deepening their learn-
ing and providing them with a sense of 
agency as they set about affecting change. 



With the same collaborative spirit as their teachers, the 
students played important roles in the development of 
their classmates’ games, providing valuable feedback 
that resulted in thoughtful redesign. Problem solving 
together enabled them to identify, test, and fix bugs in 
their code, resulting in computer games with which they 
could practice their multiplication skills. Many of these 
games still exist and are played to this day!
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By Nick Song and Raadiyah Nazeem

Follow us on Twitter: @JackmanICS or on our website:  www.oise.utoronto.ca/ics/Laboratory_School

Tech Club
Beyond the classroom, JICS students who wanted to dive 
deeper into understanding and exploring with tech-
nology approached their teachers with proposals for a 
technology club at the school. Motivated and passionate 
about learning the mechanics of technology they inter-
act with every day, the students successfully encouraged 
the birth of the Tech Club, a space for students to cre-
ate, learn, and educate others. Guided by the principle 
that technology can and should always be used to help 
others, the Tech Club fosters creators who are constantly 
striving to enhance their communities, engaging stu-
dents in establishing purposeful and authentic reasons 
for technology use.  

Now nearing the end of its second year, the Tech Club has 
enabled students to explore topics such as programming 
with Java, simple circuits, and robotics.  Some students 
are curious to know a little more, while others want to ap-
ply skills and explore interests they have developed while 
experimenting with technology at home. 

The aim of creating purposeful and authentic engage-
ment with technology was realized early in the club’s 
2014-2015 pilot year, when its members were challenged 
to collaborate on an invention that would meet the 
needs of someone in the school community. Conducting 
interviews, engaging in a design phase, and prototyping 
their invention in order to test, solicit feedback from the 
community, and make adjustments, the students were 
ready to share their products with the JICS community 
by the end of the term. The outcome was a collection of 
remarkable inventions that aimed to improve the com-
munity in some way: a light activated bathroom sign that 
would allow teachers to know when the adult bathroom 
was occupied; a “No Idling” sign to remind parents about 
school parking policies, a car that helped to move items 
around a classroom with ease, and a wristband that 
ensured one never had to go without a pencil. These 

Authentic Uses of Technology: “STEAM” Education at Jackman ICS

unique, innovative designs were the result of an inno-
vative program provided in an environment that gave 
students the freedom to think, explore, and experiment, 
and the tools with which to realize their ideas.

Looking to the Future
In Jennifer Lewington’s cover article of the Spring 2017 
issue of Education Today, a journal published by the 
Ontario Public School Boards’ Association, Jackman ICS 
is described as a “pocket of excellence” when it comes 
to incorporating code into the learning experience of 
children (Spring 2017, Vol. 29, No.1). Entitled “A New Code 
for Learning: Promoting Engaged Learning in Students”, 
Lewington’s article discusses the importance of student 
engagement when taking up the coding “trend”. The 
importance of this is evident at the Lab School, where 
coding has been embedded into the math curriculum 
throughout the grades and teachers are focused on 
enabling students to engage with new technologies in a 
way that fosters deep learning and a self-empowerment 
that will be long lasting.

While the STEAM educational approach is quite prevalent 
in the junior years at JICS, it can be found among the pri-
mary and early years’ programs in age-appropriate ways. 
It is the goal of JICS educators to allow every student, 
regardless of age and ability, to have opportunities to en-
gage and experiment with technology, and they continue 
to work together to strengthen understanding around, 
and develop best practices for, students’ use of technol-
ogy as they move through the grades at the Lab school.
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Since graduating from the Dr. Eric Jack-
man Institute of Child Study Lab School 
in 2010, Mia Sanders has been constant 
backdrop in her life charting a path of 
social justice work that is rooted in her 
experiences as a student at the Lab 
school. Now a self-assured, compassion-
ate young adult, Mia has carried forward 
the unique social, emotional, and intel-
lectual skills she cultivated as a young 
student, applying them to her studies 
and life experiences at the University of 
Toronto Schools (UTS) and beyond.

While at UTS, Mia was involved in numer-
ous social justice initiatives, a student-
driven film project focusing on positive 
mental health in youth (The Warrior 
Within, 2016), and collaborated on the 

Alumni Profile: Mia Sanders, class of 2010 

The Jackman ICS Lab School empowers students to challenge injustices and collaborate on social change. 

By Chriss Bogert

Alumni Echo Editors: Tracy Pryce and Tara Rousseau: tracy.pryce@mail.utoronto.ca, and tara.rousseau@utoronto.ca

“Something that was instilled in me at JICS was that you 
don’t exist in isolation, you exist as part of a collective. I 
always saw myself as part of this community and that was 
something that was really important to my identity. ”

development of Youth Participatory Ac-
tion Research (yPAR), a research meth-
odology project that focuses on self-
reflective and collaborative approaches 
to social-justice work and research. The 
highlight of Mia’s activism at UTS was the 
creation of ActOut, a club that addresses 
the empathetic disconnect between 
those who are oppressed and impover-
ished and those who are not, by having 
students explore social justice issues 
through simulations, forging a connec-
tion between awareness and activism. 
Mia credits her experiences at JICS as 
having fundamentally influenced her 
passion for social justice, remembering 
how teachers took time with students 
to reflect on issues and realize their 
own privilege. She attributes her critical 

awareness of world events and their 
portrayal in the media to the Grade 5/6 
News Program, a weekly discussion of 
articles that exists to this day.  Mia recalls 
an emphasis on equity that was “implicit,” 
while “at the same time very powerful,” 
creating destructive social hierarchies 
among children who had brought the 
toy to school, and preventing them from 
interacting with one another.

The ease with which students interacted 
with teachers also extended to the 
administration: Mia remembers writ-
ing a letter as a Grade 1 student to then 
Principal Elizabeth Morley to criticize a 
toy product that she felt was creating 
destructive social hierarchies among 
children, and preventing them from 
interacting with one another.  

Mia recalls her transition from JICS to 
UTS as being surprisingly smooth: “I left 
JICS with a confidence and comfort to 
navigate the classroom as well as the 
broader community.”  She felt enabled to 
handle the academic rigour and workload 
at UTS because of the love of learning she 
fostered at JICS, knowing that her existing 
“perspectives would be broadened and 
deepened” with further learning. 

Now in a gap year before heading off 
to university, Mia is freelancing in web 
design at U of T (OISE, and the Rotman 
School of Management), volunteering, 
and travelling. Soon to make a choice 
between studies at the U of T’s Victoria 
College, and The New School, Parsons 
School of Design, NYC, Mia is inspired by 
a straightforward, but profound view: 
find what you really enjoy, what you are 
really interested in, and discover how it 
can have a broader societal application.

Teachers at the Lab School remember Mia 
as a deeply thoughtful, passionate, and 
engaged learner with strong leadership 
and communication skills. Never afraid to 





History of Supporting the Arts at Jackman ICS 
The Arts Programme at Jackman ICS enjoys a long and 
storied history. In 1999, the Patrick Harvie Arts Fund (PHA 
Fund) was created by the Harvie family in memory of 
their son Patrick, a Jackman ICS alumnus. Established to 
enhance the arts curriculum of the Lab School students 
across the grades, the PHA Fund is supported by generous 
donations of Lab School families and friends, and managed 
by the Jackman ICS Parents’ Association under its regis-
tered charity status. 

The PHA Fund is overseen by the Lab School faculty to 
ensure that arts opportunities are in line with curriculum 
objectives, while ensuring that donated funds allow for 
unique and innovative opportunities for children to both 
experience and make art. Over the years, it has made 
possible the purchase of our school piano, drum sets, 
and a pottery kiln. Valuing the opportunity to surround 
children with the best in arts education, the school uses 
the PHA Fund to provide opportunities for our students 
to engage in arts experiences with professionals from the 
arts community. Since 2009/10, the children have been 
able to enjoy workshops with professional artists and 
presentations by touring theatre groups, musicians, danc-
ers, and storytellers, and have, on occasion, taken trips 
to local theatre productions and the Stratford Festival. A 
crucial component of these PHA Fund experiences is the 
Lab School’s unique Artist-in-Residence program, which 
features visiting artists from a different area of the arts. 
These have included: 
2009/10: Clay Potter, Carolynn Bloomer 
2010/11:  Drummer, Kwasi Dunyo 
2011/12: Soulpepper Theatre Company 
2012/13:  Photographer, Marina Dempster
2013/14: Story-teller, Dan Yashinsky
2014/15:  Theatre, Stratford Festival 
2015/16: Canadian Jazz singer, Dione Taylor; Métis artist, 

Christi Belcourt; Anishinaabe storyteller, Isaac Murdoch 

A Banner Year for the Artist-in-Residence Program 
Last year, each child from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6 
engaged in a special project that involved artistically col-
laborating with world-famous Métis artist Christi Belcourt 
and traditional Anishinaabe storyteller Isaac Murdoch of 
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By Tara Rousseau and Richard Messina

It is well researched that the intellectual and emotional development of children is 
enhanced by the study of the arts. A natural vehicle through which students can express 
themselves, and whereby they can discover and interpret the world around them, the arts 
are essential to students’ intellectual, social, physical, and emotional growth and well be-
ing. Arts experiences that Jackman ICS students are exposed to during our weekly Drama, 
Music, and Visual Arts classes play a valuable role in helping the children to achieve their 



he is also in the process of planning for 
the creation of an endowment of at least 
$5 million dollars that will allow children 
from families with few resources to 
attend without shouldering the burden 
of tuition costs. “These children – like all 
children at the school – are critical not 

only to ensuring the strength of our 
community, but to our mandate 
of disseminating authentic knowl-
edge that will contribute to the 
quality of education in the public 
school system.”  

Suresh’s family is personally commit-
ted to supporting this endeavour, 
seeing its success as a major factor 
in the development of education 
policy. “Jackman ICS is teaching 
teachers who are going to teach 
the kids in the public school system, 
reaching up to 95% of the prov-
ince’s children,” he said. Many are 
new immigrants from families with 
little resources. Suresh believes that 
the difference in circumstances 
among people in a diverse com-
munity can be the enablers to what 
makes change possible, feeling that 
“children whose families are faced 
with challenges must be clear and 
present so that policy-changing 
educators can experience and work 

with them first hand.” 

Jackman ICS embraces the potential of 




